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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument (Page 7, lines 1-6), stating Franco does not 
disclose, teach, or suggest an information processing apparatus; the examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Franco discloses an information processing apparatus (702 - 
figure 1) comprising: control means (706 - figure 7) including, acquisition means (704 
figure 7) for acquiring control information (108 - figure 1) for controlling preset recording 
of a program from a remote program information providing apparatus (102 - figure 1) fl| 
103). Franco teaches client programming device 702 or "information processing 
apparatus" is preferably a small device that can be placed adjacent to the recording and 
replay device 750 (recording device 750 may be a conventional VCR and is a separate 
device from device 702) flj 97). Franco further teaches the client communication module 
704 can be similar or identical to the client communication module 524 as shown in 
figure 5 (H 92 and 101). 

Franco further teaches, conversion means (706 - figure 7) for converting 
contents described in said control information (108 - figure 1) acquired by said 
acquisition means (704 - figure 7) into code information for setting said program preset 
recording to a recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) flf 104). Franco discloses processor 



Application/Control Number: 10/016,765 
Art Unit: 2623 



Page 3 



706 or "conversion means" is configured to process received programming data 108 to 
produce appropriate programming commands 710 that will be interpreted by the video 
recording and replay device 750 (fl 101). 

Franco teaches, transmission means (708 - figure 7) receiving said code 
information from said conversion means (706 - figure 7) for transmitting said code 
information obtained by said conversion means (706 - figure 7) to said recording 
apparatus (750 - figure 7) under control of said control means (706 - figure 7) (fl 104). 
Therefore, Franco teaches each and every limitation as recited in claims 1 and 5-7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Franco 
(U.S. 2002/0046407). 



Regarding Claim 1, Franco discloses an information processing apparatus, 
comprising: control means (702 - figure 7) including, acquisition means (704 - figure 7) 
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for acquiring control information (108 - figure 1) for controlling preset recording of a 
program from a remote program information providing apparatus (102 - figure 1) flj 
103). France further discloses host system 102 transmits programming data 108 over 
communications link 130 to client programming device 702 or "control means" flj 103). 

Franco teaches, conversion means (706 - figure 7) for converting contents 
described in said control information (108 - figure 1) acquired by said acquisition means 
(704 - figure 7) into code information (710 - figure 7) for setting said program preset 
recording to a recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) (U 104). Franco teaches the 
processor 706 preferably creates programming commands 710 based at least upon the 
received programming data 108 (fl 104). 

Franco teaches, transmission means (708 - figure 7) for receiving said code 
information (710 - figure 7) from said conversion means (706 - figure 7) and for 
transmitting said code information (710 - figure 7) obtained by said conversion means 
(706 - figure 7) to said recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) under control of said control 
means (702 - figure 7) fll 104). Franco discloses, the client programming device 702 
programs the video recording device 750 to record broadcast content by transmitting 
the programming commands 710 to the video recording device 750, preferably through 
data port 708 flj 104). 

As for Claim 2, France teaches, "wherein said code information is G-code" by 
disclosing client control module 520 is enabled with VCR-Plus technology. The 
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programming data 108 in this case can simply be formatted as VCR-Plus codes or "G- 
Code" fl| 92). Franco further teaches the client communication module 704 may be 
similar or identical to the client communication module 524 of the embodiment 500 
illustrated in figure 5 (fl 101). Further, VCR-Plus codes are created by an algorithm that 
transforms a channel and time period into a numeric code. Based upon the VCR-Plus 
code, the device determines the appropriate time and channel to record and records the 
program (also referred to herein as "content unit") identified by the code. VCR-Plus 
technology is available from Gemstar International Group Limited (U 006). 

As for Claim 3, Franco teaches, "wherein said transmission means transmits said 
code information to said recording apparatus by use of an infrared signal" by disclosing 
in figure 7, data ports 708 and 752 may include both IR transmitters and receivers to 
support bi-directional communication flj 100). Further, the client programming device 
702 transmits the programming commands 710 to video recording device 750, 
preferably through data port 708 flj 104). 

As for Claim 4, Franco teaches, "wherein said control information includes 
broadcast channel information, broadcast date, broadcast start time, and recording end 
time of said program" by disclosing a program can be identified in any number of ways, 
such as, for example, by a name, by an identifier (e.g., Video Plus code or other 
identifier associated with a particular content unit), or by a broadcast channel, date, 
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time, and length (CDTL). CDTL data can be obtained from widely available electronic 
programming guides (EPG) flj 064). 

Regarding Claim 5, Franco discloses an information processing method (800 - 
figure 8), comprising: in a control device (702 - figure 7), acquiring control information 
for controlling preset recording of a program from a remote program information 
providing apparatus (102 - figure 1) (802 - figure 8; U 103). Franco discloses in figure 8 
in step 802, client communication module 704 receives programming data transmitted 
from a remote location over a communication link (fl 103). 

Franco teaches, converting contents described in said control information 
acquired by said acquiring (802 - figure 8) into code information for setting said 
program preset recording to a recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) (804 - figure 8; 
104). Franco discloses in step 804, processor 706 creates the programming commands 
based upon the received programming data fl| 104). 

Franco teaches transmitting said code information obtained by said converting 
(804 - figure 8) to said recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) under control of said control 
device (702 - figure 7) (806 - figure 8; U 104). Franco discloses at step 806, the client 
programming device 702 programs the video recording device 750 to record broadcast 
content by transmitting the programming commands 710 to the video recording device 
750, preferably through the data port 708 (j[ 104). 
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Regarding Claim 6, Franco discloses a program storage medium storing a 
computer-readable program, said program storage medium comprising in a control 
device (702 - figure 7), acquiring control information for controlling preset recording of a 
program from a program information providing apparatus (102 - figure 1) (802 - figure 
8; H 103). Franco discloses in figure 8 in step 802, client communication module 704 
receives programming data transmitted from a remote location over a communication 
link (H 103). 

Franco teaches, converting contents described in said control information 
acquired by said acquiring (802 - figure 8) into code information for setting said 
program preset recording to a recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) (804 - figure 8; U 
104). Franco discloses in step 804, processor 706 creates the programming commands 
based upon the received programming data flj 104). 

Franco teaches transmitting said code information obtained by said converting 
(804 - figure 8) to said recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) under control of said control 
device (702 - figure 7) (806 - figure 8; 104). Franco discloses at step 806, the client 
programming device 702 programs the video recording device 750 to record broadcast 
content by transmitting the programming commands 710 to the video recording device 
750, preferably through the data port 708 flj 104). 

Regarding Claim 7, Franco discloses an information processing apparatus, 
comprising: a controller (706 - figure 7) configured to, acquire control information for 
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controlling preset recording of a program from a remote program information providing 
apparatus (102 - figure 1) (802 - figure 8; U 103). Franco discloses step 802 in figure 8, 
client communication module 704 receives programming data transmitted from a remote 
location over a communication link fl| 103). 

Franco teaches, convert contents described in said acquired control information 
(108 - figure 1) into code information for setting said program preset recording to a 
recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) (804 - figure 8; j[ 104). Franco discloses in step 
804, processor 706 creates the programming commands based upon the received 
programming data (fl 104). 

Franco teaches, a transmitter (708 - figure 7; 100) configured to receive said 
code information from said controller (706 - figure 7) and to transmit said received code 
information to said recording apparatus (750 - figure 7) under control of said controller 
(706 - figure 7) (806 - figure 8; H 101 and 104). Franco discloses at step 806, the client 
programming device 702 programs the video recording device 750 to record broadcast 
content by transmitting the programming commands 710 to the video recording device 
750, preferably through the data port 708 (fl 104). 

As for Claim 8, France teaches, "wherein said code information is G-code" by 
disclosing client control module 520 is enabled with VCR-Plus technology. The 
programming data 108 in this cgse can simply be formatted as VCR-Plus codes or "G- 
Code" (H 92). Franco further teaches the client communication module 704 may be 
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similar or identical to the client communication module 524 of the embodiment 500 
illustrated in figure 5 (U 101). Further, VCR-Plus codes are created by an algorithm that 
transforms a channel and time period into a numeric code. Based upon the VCR-Plus 
code, the device determines the appropriate time and channel to record and records the 
program (also referred to herein as "content unit") identified by the code. VCR-Plus 
technology is available from Gemstar International Group Limited flj 006). 

As for Claim 9, Franco teaches, "wherein said transmitter transmits said code 
information to said recording apparatus by use of an infrared signal" by disclosing in 
figure 7, data ports 708 and 752 may include both IR transmitters and receivers to 
support bi-directional communication flj 100). Further, the client programming device 
702 transmits the programming commands 710 to video recording device 750, 
preferably through data port 708 (fl 1 04). 

As for Claim 10, Franco teaches, "wherein said control information includes 
broadcast channel information, broadcast date, broadcast start time, and recording end 
time of said program" by disclosing a program can be identified in any number of ways, 
such as, for example, by a name, by an identifier (e.g., Video Plus code or other 
identifier associated with a particular content unit), or by a broadcast channel, date, 
time, and length (CDTL). CDTL data can be obtained from widely available electronic 
programming guides (EPG) flj 064). 
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Note to Applicant 

4. Art Units 2611, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make sure all 
future correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Parry whose telephone number is (571) 272-8328. 
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The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM EST to 
4:30 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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